The " Sussex " Incident

champion our cause and to swim against the stream. Among
others, a " Citizens* Commitee for Food Shipments" was formed,
whose activities spread through the whole country, and were
avowedly pro-German. A special function of the committee,
with Dr. von Mach as executive chief, was a month of propa-
ganda throughout the country, with the object of obtaining
the me&ns to supply the children of Germany with milk. The
English control of the post even led to the bold plan of building
a submarine to run the milk through the English blockade.
The propaganda was very vigorously attacked by the greater
part of the American Press, but pursued its course unafraid,
collected money, submitted protests to the State Department
against the attitude of the Entente, and so on,
Dr. von Mach succeeded in bringing the matter to the notice
of the President, who actively interested himself in it, and
promised to see that the milk should pass the English blockade
and reach Germany in safety. Accordingly, the State Depart-
ment instructed the American Embassy in Berlin to issue a
statement. Meanwhile, the well-known American journalist
McClure returned from a tour of investigation in Germany,
where he had been supported in every way by the German
Government departments. He gave a very favourable account
of the milk question, as of the feeding of infants in general, and
this gave rise to the first disagreeable controversy. Mr. McClure
took up an unyielding attitude. Unfortunately, however, the
State Department then published an equally favourable report,
which, coming from the American Embassy and published with
the approval of the Foreign Office in Berlin, caused the com-
plete collapse of Dr. von Mach. This incident made a very-
painful impression in America, and led to a series of bitter
attacks on Dr. von Mach and the whole movement, which was
thus exposed in a most unfortunate light. The favourable
report on the milk question was drawn up by a Dr. E. A. Taylor,
and definitely confirmed, and, indeed, inspired, by the German
authorities.
I mention this incident to show that our propaganda was
not by any means made easier by Germany, although our Press
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